
T he Town Council’s 
Youth Champion 

Team are really pleased 
with the outcome of their 
first community project. 
Beccles Common play 
park was looking uninvit-
ing after years of neglect. 
It was top of the list for 
Beccles Town Councillors 
Sam Kenward and Elfrede 
Brambley-Crawshaw of 
issues to resolve when 
they met up after the May 
elections.  

After consulting with mem-
bers of the public, it was 
clear that there was 
enough interest to organ-
ise a community group to 
work together to make a 
happier space for Beccles 
children and their parents. 

Over three days the 
‘Community Team’ sanded 
and painted the play 
equipment, spending the 
last day weeding the area. 
Carpenter Ben Tonkes 
volunteered his time and 
mended the dilapidated 
‘roof’ on one piece of 
equipment, as well as 
helping with the painting. 
C C Betts of Beccles do-
nated the wood, making it 
a true ‘community ven-
ture’. 

The Community Group will 
now keep a close eye on 
the park to make sure it 
stays a bright, cheerful 
and above all, safe place 
to play in one of Beccles’ 
most beautiful areas. 

The ‘Community Team’ 

The Youth Champion 
Team, Sam and Elfrede 
would like to know of a 
park near you which 
needs some Tender Lov-

ing Care.  

 

If so, please contact 
admin@beccles.info 
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I n May this year, I was 

elected as a Beccles 

Town Councillor. As part 

of the new intake of coun-

cillors, I wanted to work  

towards involving young 

people more in the com-

munity, as did a fellow 

Councillor Mrs Elfrede 

Brambley-Crawshaw who 

is assisting me and we 

have called ourselves the 

’Youth Champion Team’. 

 The role of Youth Cham-

pion was an idea created 

in 2013 when I was the 

elected Member of Youth 

Parliament for Suffolk and 

was taken up by Beccles 

Town Council. I felt it nec-

essary to provide a posi-

tion like this for young 

people, giving them a 

point of contact for raising 

issues or seeking  infor-

mation. The first Youth 

Champion was ex-Mayor 

and current District Coun-

cillor, Caroline Topping, 

who did a sterling job, 

putting a very strong focus 

on meeting and working 

with the town’s youth. We 

have visited many schools 

and youth groups since, 

and the reaction has been 

very encouraging, with 

positive ideas coming to 

fruition as a result.  

We are continuing with our 

aim and will update you  

through articles in the 

Town Council’s newsletter, 

‘The Charter’, enabling 

you to follow our progress 

and to see what is avail-

able for young people in 

Beccles. Councillor 

Sam Kenward  
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T he best advice given to 
the organisers of this 

year’s Beccles Annual Char-
ity Triathlon was “best not 
get complacent about the 
weather” as for the previous 
two  events, the magnificent 
Beccles Lido was bathed in 
sunshine. But this was our 
British Summer time after all! 

“This year was certainly 
more of a challenge with the 
rain, sometimes ankle deep 
in transition,” said Head of 
Safety, Jason Painter who 
was one of five organisers 
who has worked on the 
event since last October. 

Event Director Kate Bryson 
added, “Amazingly we didn’t 
get one ‘no-show’ on the 
day, despite the weather,” 
even though they had com-
petitors coming from London 
and Finland. The first Bec-

cles Triathlon held in 2013 
was the impetus behind Kate 
and Jason (both BTF level 2 
tri coaches) setting up the 
Beccles Triathlon Club, 
which has grown to sixty-
seven people with ages 
ranging from 18 to 69! 

The triathlon, held on Sun-
day 31st May, was one of 
the hottest for ticket sales, 
with 150 selling in under 
three hours, and a waiting 
list three times that number!  
Both Kate and Jason value  
community participation and 
this year, stall holders and 
spectators from 2014 were 
standing waiting on the start 
line!  This made them very 
proud. In the pictures on the 
‘Throne’ is ladies winner 
Vicki Grice with her unique 
trophy; Jane Hunt on her 
bike and coming out from 
transition is Ben Nicholson.  

This is one of only two 
true charity triathlons in 
East Anglia and Suffolk 
where every single penny 
goes directly to the Char-

ity. 

The event raised funds for 
Beccles Lido  - a charity run 
by volunteers, which topped 
£5,000 this year.  

Hundreds of people turned 
out to cheer and clap those 
crossing the finishing line! A 
real ‘goose-bump’ moment! 
One participant, competing 
over three years said, “When 
you think it can’t get any 
better—you just blow us 
away!”  

Next years event will be held 
at the end of May 2016. 

INTERESTED?   To join the 
Beccles Triathlon Club con-
tact    ktbryson4@gmail.com  

been described by the 
Eastern Daily Press as “a  
small community in itself; 
friendly, accessible, wel-
coming, inclusive and, 
above all, fun”, which is 
all the things the choir 
believes music should be.  

New members are always 
welcome and no experi-
ence of ability is neces-
sary.  

B eccles Community 
Choir was set up in 

2010 to promote singing 
for well-being; and ex-
plores the positive physi-
cal, mental and emotional 
effects of singing. The 
choir meets fortnightly 
from 6-7pm at the Wave-
ney Centre on New Mar-
ket on alternate Tuesdays 
and costs £4 to attend, 
first time free. They have 

For more information visit 
www.BecclesChoir.co.uk 
or all 07909 510976 
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Are you registered to vote? 

BECCLES TRIATHLON— READY FOR 2016? 

Beccles Community Choir 

elections, and it is used for 
credit reference checks. An-
nually the team at Waveney 
District Council distribute to 
every home a form to update 
the Register, which needs to 
be returned. If you have re-
ceived this form and have 
not returned it, please do so 
immediately to say the infor-
mation about your household 
is correct. Alternatively, with 
or without any changes, you 

can use one of the simple 
automated systems (‘phone, 
on-line or text message). It’s 
up to you—if you want your 
say, respond to the House-
hold Enquiry Forms sent out 
by Waveney District Council 
in July so you can  

 

VOTE! 

W ere you able to take 
part in the elections 

on 7th May? Or did you find 
that you weren’t registered 
and couldn’t have your say? 
Did you know that not being 
registered can affect other 
things, such as your credit 
rating…? - It’s important for 
each individual to be shown 
on the voters list, also known 
as the ‘Register of Electors’, 
so that they can take part in 

T H E  C H A R T E R  

Nominations 

required  for 

Outstanding 

Service in the 

Community, Long 

Service and Youth 

Awards 

admin@beccles.info 

Photographs courtesy 
of Karl Howard and 

Andrew Florides 
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Mayor’s Appeal 2015/16 

T his year the focus is on two 
principal causes, namely 

access improvements at the 
Beccles Sports and Social Club 
(BSSC), off Common Lane, and 
the Friends of St Michael’s 
Church (FOSM), for repairs to 
the fabric of the main church, 
both with particular regard to 
their function as community 
facilities. These buildings serve 
the young, not so young and the 
elderly from across Beccles and 
are in need of help to enable 
them to maintain and develop 
their utility for that wider commu-
nity. If you would like to donate 
directly to the Appeal, to help 
with fund-raising activities or to 
support BSSC and/or FOSM in 
any other way, please email 
m a y o r a p p e a l b e c -
cles@gmail.com or telephone 
the Town Hall (Deputy Town 
Clerk) on 01502 712109. 

Beccles Museum WW1 Project 

The Beccles Museum website 
now includes details of their 
project about people from Bec-

cles and roundabout, who 
served in the Great War and the 
effect it had on the town and 
surrounding area. Please see: 

www.becclesmuseum.org.uk/
world-war-one-project/ 

Community Litter Pick 

Become a BOMBLE (Beccles 
Womble) by joining the Beccles 
Community Litter Pick team 
each Tuesday from 3-4pm—
bring your own gloves. Fluores-
cent jackets, hoops, bags and 
pickers are provided. The team 
is taking a break in August, but 
starting again on 1st Septem-
ber—details of each week’s 
meeting point can be found at 
www.beccles.info under ‘News’. 

Councillor Surgeries 

Town Councillors are readily 
contactable by members of the 
public (see back page list of 
Councillor details). Town Coun-
cillors are also available to meet 
members of the public at the 
Town Hall in the Committee 
room, on the first Tuesday of 
every month between 11am and 

1.00pm—just call in or tele-
phone 01502 712109 to make 
an appointment. 

Lorry Watch 

Seen an HGV travelling down a 
road in Beccles that is weight-
restricted? Email the details 
(registration and/or photograph) 
t o  l o r r y w a t c h b e c -
cles@gmail.com 

Community Speed Watch 

Had enough of vehicles break-
ing speed limits in Beccles? The 
Northgate (and area) Neighbour-
hood Society is looking at estab-
lishing a ‘community speed 
watch group’—for more informa-
tion on joining the group or set-
ting up your own, please email 
nnsbeccles@gmail.com 

 

The NSPCC in Beccles 

Like to help with fundraising for 
the Beccles group of the 
NSPCC in support of the work 
the charity does in our area? 
Please email 

nspccbeccles@gmail.com 

Army and Navy Cadet 
Organisations, Scouts, 
Guides and Brownies, the 
Royal British Legion 
(RBL) Flag Bearers and 
Veterans, the Deputy 
Lord Lieutenant of Suf-
folk, local MPs, Beccles 
Town Councillors and 
other invited guests. 
Members of the public are 
also invited to meet at 
2.00pm at the War Memo-

T he Service of Re-
membrance will be 

held on Sunday 8th No-
vember 2015 at Beccles 
War Memorial, St Mary’s 
Road at 1.45 for 2.00pm 
start. The Service is fol-
lowed by a parade march 
to St Michael’s Church for 
a Service of Remem-
brance. Invited to take 
part in both Services will 
be members of the Air, 

rial and follow the parade 
to the Parish Church for 
the 3.00pm Service of 
Remembrance. 

On Wednesday 11th No-
vember at 11am the town 
centre will close down for 
one minuteôs silence to 
remember those who lost 
their lives during the wars. 

Wreaths and Poppies will 
be on sale at the RBL 
shop in Smallgate. 
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BECCLES TOWN COUNCIL—AWARDS IN THE COMMUNITY 

COUNCIL CORNER—MAYOR’S INFORMATION 

REMEMBRANCE SERVICES IN BECCLES 

Youth. Nominations from the 
community for any of these 
awards should be addressed 
to the Deputy Town Clerk 
and must contain a brief 
description, ie: length of ser-
vice; their role in the organi-
sation or as an individual, 
and/or any other details per-
tinent to their volunteering 
role. The nominee must not 
be made aware that they 

have been nominated. 

When the Council have 
made their decision, both the 
nominee and their nomi-
nated person will be notified 
and invited to the Christmas 
Town Council meeting where 
the Mayor will present them 
with an award for their cate-
gory, and then stay for the 
refreshments. 

E ach year the Town 
Council, through nomi-

nations provided by the com-
munity, make awards to 
those in voluntary roles in 
the following three catego-
ries. The Leslie Freeman 
Award for Long Service; 
The Robert (Bob) Ellwood 
Plate for Outstanding Ser-
vice in the Community and 
The Eileen Crisp Award for 

 
Beccles 

Helping Hands 
GHOST WALKS 

 
All walks start at 
7.30pm from Old 
Market. (Ghost 

Walks are 
unsuitable for 

wheelchair users) 
 

26 September 
24 October 
30 October 
31 October 

 
info@beccleshelpinghands

.co.uk 
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The Walk 
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NR34 9AJ 

at 3 Saltgate and taught 
William French and fenc-
ing, and they became life 
long  friends. In 1799 Wil-
liam moved to London and 
became a student at Guy’s 
Hospital under Cline and 
Astley Cooper, the latter 
referring to William as 
someone who “to high 
professional skill, adds all 
the amiable qualities which 
can become a manò.  

After passing his examina-
tions he moved to Fram-
lingham to practice. A year 
later he married Mary 
Bowles, a descendant of 
Tobias Rustat, Yeoman of 
the Robes to Charles II. 
When his Uncle William’s 
partner, Mr Purvis died, he 
was asked to join the prac-

W illiam was born on 
9 September 1780 

a t  M a n o r  F a r m , 
Kessingland near Lowest-
oft. His parents were John 
Crowfoot and Susan 
Henchman. His mother 
died when he was young, 
so he was placed in the 
care of his Uncle by mar-
riage, Rev W Clubbe, 
Vicar of Brandeston, who 
taught him Latin. William 
enjoyed his classical stud-
ies.  

He was apprenticed by his 
father’s brother, William 
Crowfoot (IV) in 1794 liv-
ing in Saltgate, Beccles at 
the age of 14. The future 
Viscompte Chateaubriand, 
a young fugitive from the 
French Revolution, lodged 

tice in Beccles which he 
did in 1803, becoming a 
partner in 1805. 

William lived on The Walk 
(now the British Heart 
Foundation Charity shop), 
which was to become the 
family home for three gen-
erations. The building had 
previously been a shop, 
but William converted it 
into a house and built a 
surgery at the bottom of 
the garden.  

William and Mary had four 
children: William Edward, 
Mary, John Rustat and 
Susan (who died at 14 
days old). 

When he retired, William 
moved to Northgate 
House.  

WILLIAM HENCHMAN CROWFOOT—1780-1848 FRCS 

Mrs Claire Boyne, Town Clerk 

Mrs Jula Janney Deputy Town Clerk 

01502 712109 

admin@beccles.info 

www.beccles.info 

COUNCILLORS CONTACT DETAILS 

CENTRE 

BUBB,  Mrs S           The Round House, Ballygate, Beccles NR34 9NA     01502 713314 

ELLIOTT, G  2 Old Hall, Barsham, Beccles NR348HB                       01502 714661 

HARRIS, J D    26 Hungate, Beccles NR34 9TT              01502 717237 

WOODRUFF, B   13 Meadow Gardens, Beccles NR34 9PA           01502 713053 

COMMON 

DOWNES,  A  70 Northgate, Beccles NR34 9AY             07960 298473 

ELLIOTT, N   2 Old Hall, Barsham, Beccles NR348HB             01502 714661 

RICHARDSON, D  11 Old College Close, Ballygate, Beccles NR34 9LY           01502 716616 

TAYLOR, H    Waveney Lodge, Elms Road, Toft Monks, Beccles            01502 678285
    NR34 0EJ     Mayor  

RIGBOURNE 

CATCHPOLE, G    32 Coney Hill, Beccles NR34 7AZ   Deputy Mayor              01502 712103 

STUBBINGS, R  38-40 Blyburgate, Beccles NR34 9TF      01502 797797 

PECK, D W   8 Waveney Road, Beccles NR34 9NW      01502 712627 

KENWARD, S   10 Stuart Drive, Beccles NR34 9SB                          01502 711267 

DARBY 

Brambley-Crawshaw, E   64 St Georges Road, Beccles NR34 9YA             01502 217025 

BROOKS, N    71 Darby Road, Beccles NR34 9XH      01502 716223 

HAYNES, MRS M    63a Kemp’s Lane, Beccles NR34 9XB      01502 714093 

WALMSLEY, J    37 Kemp’s Lane, Beccles NR34 9XB      01502 717853
    

J ust one of the many stal-
wart volunteers, Neil Wal-

lace, (pictured) at the Public 
Hall on Sunday 9th August 
preparing the way for build-
ers to move in on 10th Au-
gust. This is when Phase 2 
of the major renovation work 
to the foyer and gallery is 
commencing at the Public 
Hall.  

To buy tickets for the Ha-
zel OôConnor show at the 
Public Hall Theatre on 8th 
October 2015 a temporary 
Box Office will open on 
the 24th August or on line  
http://www.becclespublichall.

com/ or from Kulture 
Shock  shop in Blyburgate  

BECCLES PUBLIC HALL 

Neil Wallace, one of 
the many volunteers 

helping with the reno-
vation works to the 
foyer and gallery at 
Beccles Public Hall 
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