
condition, especially as it is 
so well used. 

Beccles Friday market—
Councillor J Walmsley 

Much criticism has come 
from the businesses over the 
road closure on Fridays to 
allow the Friday market to 
expand from 8 stalls to over 
15.  Loss of money on mar-
ket day was the main con-
cern and the Town Council 
felt it had to act. Unfortu-
nately, changing this new 
traffic order (August 2011) 
was not as straightforward as 
first thought, but plans are in 
the first stage to see if the 
road can be opened to allow 
the flow of traffic through 
New Market, keeping the 
market to one side.  

Fen Working Party—
Councillor B Woodruff 

Having set up the Beccles 
Fen Charitable Trust it now 
seems the Charities Com-
mission are moving the goal 
posts. The Town Council are 
still waiting on definitive 
documentation from the 
Charities Commission re-
garding the areas of land to 
be placed in Trust. The Town 
Council continue to corre-
spond with them and it is 
proposed to meet in the near 
future. 

Traffic Management—
Councillor B Woodruff 

The working party made sub-
missions to SCC over HGV 
restrictions in the town centre 
which have gone unan-
swered. The Southern Relief 
Road looks on the cards but 
funding is still uncertain. A 
20mph scheme is looking to 
come to fruition and  SCC 
have been  asked to look into 
providing pedestrian priority 
on the road to the west of 
Tesco car park. SCC have 
also waived  red tape for 
road closures during the 

O 
n Thursday 26th 
April 2012 the 
Mayor of Beccles 
called the Annual 

Parish meeting for all resi-
dents to attend to voice their 
opinions and suggestions 
and for Councillors from 
District and Town to give 
their report on the last year. 
Unfortunately, although the 
meeting had been adver-
tised in the press, on the 
website and on both notice 
boards, only two people sent 
in questions, with only one 
resident of Beccles attend-
ing the meeting. Those at-
tending the meeting in their 
official capacity were, PC 
Parske, Councillors Jenkins, 
Bee, Elliott and Punt and 
eleven of the sixteen Town 
Councillors and the Town 
Clerk. 

The reports can be found on 
the Town Council website—
www.beccles.info, but sum-
maries are as follows: 

M a y o r ’ s  R e p o r t —
Councillor  Woodruff 

New faces in the Council 
Chambers who readily 
stepped up to the task and 
have fitted in well. 

Loss of Tourist Information 
Centre—quickly sorted by 
Town Council by sourcing 
volunteers with an expert 
manager. This will be open 
for  the 2012 season. 

‘Mr Tidy’ - due to illness Pe-
ter Smith had to retire and is 
sadly missed. Town Council 
to seek a replacement in the 
near future. 

Thanks to all colleagues and 
especially the two Council 
Officers, Claire and Jula—
we are lucky to have them. 

Pride in Beccles—
Councillor  Sigsworth 

Involved in improvements at 

the Quay with new 
benches/tables 

During this year have cen-
tred on Kilbrack and have 
added colour through the 
planting of bulbs and nest 
boxes to improve the habi-
tat. Also Anglian Water 
have erected a new fence 
alongside the town drain to 
prevent any falls.  Future 
planting will include crab 
apple trees and bushes 
along the front of the new 
fencing to provide  food 
and shelter for birds. A 
board outlining the history 
of Kilbrack is to be in-
stalled. Beccles Helping 
Hands are providing a seat 
in Kilbrack and  are also 
replacing two old seats on 
the river bank. In Ballygate 
a seat is to be placed in 
memory of Fred Leah, 
Town Clerk from the Bor-
ough days. 

Environmental & Es-
tates—Counci llor G 
Catchpole 

Good progress has been 
made with the leveling and 
resurfacing of the Common 
car park. Tree manage-
ment has seen the removal 
of some of the Poplar trees. 
Self-set trees have been 
removed to allow better 
growth in the future. Path-
ways have been re-opened 
and gorse  has been re-
duced on the Common to 
stop it taking over. Rabbits 
are destroying areas of 
grass and the rabbit holes 
are a hazard to walkers.  A 
cull will be planned in the 
autumn. 

Drainage improvements 
have been made and  
plans are in hand to im-
prove The Avenue  and 
Marsh Trail. Suffolk Wildlife 
Trust recently inspected the 
Common and was very 
impressed with the overall 
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Queens Diamond Jubilee 
Celebrations. 

F i n a n c e  R e p o r t —
Councillor J Walmsley 

The Finance Committee 
met on 4 occasions this 
year,  one of which was to 
set the budget and precept 
for 2012/13—the element 
of the annual Council Tax 
Bill re precept is £30.47. 
The Council’s budget cov-
ers allotments, mainte-
nance of assets, CCTV 
coverage, public seating 
and skateboard park along 
with general administration 
costs. The precept has not 
been increased for many 
years, and it was felt pru-
dent to recommend to the 
Council that the precept be 
increased from £105,000 to 
£107,000. Statutory obliga-
tions means that Standing 
Orders, Financial Regula-
tions, Risk Assessments 
and Internal Audit, and 
Fidelity Guarantee Insur-
ance   be reviewed annu-
ally and minor changes 
were made.  

Town Plan—Councillor J 
Sigsworth 

A survey was carried out  in 
June 2011 to all  house-
holds in Beccles and a 
number of key areas were 
identified; traffic and trans-
port, accommodation, lei-
sure/sport, tourism, includ-
ing market, services for  
youth and elderly, environ-
ment, including Refuse Tip, 
open spaces and educa-
tion. Currently  a first draft 
is being prepared by the 
Town Clerks using the in-
formation provided by the 
community. Once com-
pleted  the Beccles Town 
Plan will be to decide future 
planning and other issues 
affecting the town. 

Tourism— Councillor S 
Bergin 

The first task for Councillor 
Bergin was to secure the 
future of the Information 
Centre at Beccles Quay 
due to the Broads Authority 
removing this resource 
from Suffolk in early 2011. 
Beccles Business Associa-
tion also took an interest 
and with Town Council 
support renegotiated the 
rental of the building for 
2011. She finally heard in 
early 2012 the excellent 

news that the Information 
Centre would re-open for 
the 2012 season with the 
same team as in 2011. 
However, at a recent meet-
ing with Norfolk Property 
Services it came to light 
that WDC were vacating 
the District Office in Market 
Street and a shared ser-
vices proposal between 
Beccles Town Council and 
other partners was being 
discussed. Councillor Ber-
gin has had a successful 
year as Chairman of the 
Working Party and aims to 
work hard to secure pre-
cious facilities in Beccles.       

Planning Committee—
Councillor Brian Taylor 

Due to the poor health of 
Councillor Alan Thwaites, 
Councillor Taylor was 
elected to stand in as tem-
porary chairman for 
2011/12. Having not had a 
great deal of experience 
with planning issues, he 
has been impressed by the 
forethought of applicants 
regarding design and engi-
neering in difficult circum-
stances. Frustrations occur 
when Beccles Town Coun-
cil  does not have  the pow-
ers of the District and 
sometimes its comments 
are ignored. With the new 
legislation this may change 
and give the council a 
greater say in planning 
issues. The hope for the 
coming months is that 
Councillor Alan Thwaites 
will return with his usual 
drive and energy to his 
rightful position of Chair of 
Planning. 

Beccles Allotments—
C o u n c i l l o r  J a c k 
Walmsley 

Beccles Town Council took 
over the 12 allotments sites 
in Beccles over a year ago. 
The rents, being very low, 
were raised so that more 
money was available for 
use by the Association. 
There has been a new 
committee elected with a 
number of pro-active mem-
bers. An evening was ar-
ranged by the Association 
inviting Karen Kenny, Re-
gional Rep of the NSALG. 
The waiting list has gone 
down dramatically and with 
a better understanding on 
both sides, the Association 
can move forward with con-
fidence. 

Annual Police Report 

Crime in Beccles  has had 
a small increase since 
2011 of 639 from 538, as 
well as increases in Vio-
lence against a person (14 
more offences). Stealing 
bikes and valuables left on 
show  is an invitation to 
thieves  - keep your valu-
ables in a safe place and 
lock your bike. A Dispersal 
Order in the Rigbourne 
Ward  seems to have 
worked, reducing anti-
social behaviour. Police 
have not had to use this 
power which reflects the 
hard work of Youth Work-
ers over many weeks. The 
Suffolk Local Policing 
Model is now in place with 
the aim of saving money 
without losing efficiency.  

Waveney District Coun-
cil—Councillor Keith Jen-
kins 

Since his election to WDC 
in May 2011 Councillor  
Jenkins has had an inter-
esting time politically re-
garding the balance of 
power of the two major 
parties, but has been frus-
trated when failing to get 
items  through that he 
would like to see happen-
ing. The most noticeable 
change was how different 
things are from when he 
served 15-20 years ago. 
Being elected to the Devel-
opment Control Committee 
was interesting and he has 
helped various constituents 
in Beccles South. Distur-
bances in Rigbourne Hill 
have been quashed 
through the Dispersal Or-
der and from that he has 
become a volunteer helper 
at the Thirst Youth Club, a 
job he did in the past.  

Assets and Leases—
C o u n c i l l o r  J a c k 
Walmsley 

The Council own a number 
of properties and lands 
around the town, many 
leased to individuals or 
businesses. The income 
from these contributes to 
their upkeep and also 
keeping the precept at a 
lower level.  Leases for 
land and buildings are on-
going. Investigations are 
underway for the possible 
surfacing of the car park at 
the Sports Pavilion. Napier 
Terrace has land-locked 
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allotment land which is now in 
Council ownership. A ROSPA 
inspection of the Skatepark 
was carried out . Two more 
bins were installed and WDC 
were requested to increase 
collections during holidays. 
The Tennis Club was burnt 
down by arsonists last sum-
mer—a new pavilion is to be 
erected through a successful 
insurance claim. 

Suffolk County Council/
Waveney District Council—
Councillor Christopher Punt 

Councillor Punt is a member 
of the current administration of 
SCC serving on the Audit 
committee and Divestment 
Working Group. Savings have 
been made with emphasis on 
maintaining front line ser-
vices—no increase to share of 
council tax for the past 2 
years. Beccles Southern Re-
lief Road is nearing tender 
subject to funding and con-
struction for 2015. Beccles 
Loop , with £1m funding from 
SCC  should be completed by 
December 2012. Work on 
20mph speed limits in Beccles 
Newgate is ongoing. The 
Youth Club is continuing at St 
Luke’s Church and was 
granted £17k from the Transi-
tion Budget to help provide 
this service. Beccles Library is 
secure. New care home pro-
vider ‘Care UK’ will undertake 
ownership of the SCC 16 care 
home and 8 well being cen-
tres. Street Lighting turn offs 
are showing dividends  al-
ready.  Locality Budget for 
community projects has been 
granted to 20 different projects 
at a total spend of £8,920.  

Waveney District Council—
Councillor Christopher Punt 

No increase in council tax by 
WDC for past 2 years and the 
partnership with Suffolk 
Coastal is working well. Kil-
brack has new fencing by 
Anglian Water; Pig Lane Play 
Park has been weeded, lev-
eled and seeded; Sports Cen-
tre Project to improve facilities 
has hit a snag regarding fund-
ing; Tan House caused prob-
lems with the school; WDC 
had accounts approved March 
2011; Wheelie bins left on 
pavements, zero tolerance 
has been taken; Fly tipping  
and abandoned cars do not 
seem to have been on the 
increase  

Suffolk County Council—
Councillor Mark Bee 
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As Leader of SCC the last 
12 months this turned out 
to be a challenging time for 
government and this is not 
going to change for some 
time. It is a time to steer a 
path through the chal-
lenges and establish priori-
ties making them achiev-
able. £42.5m of savings 
has been achieved through 
good planning and strong 
financial management and 
a further £5m was saved 
on top of this! A further 
£26m for 2012 with another 
£50m over the next two 
years is the way forward 
and with determination , 
cutting back management 
and back-office costs, re-
ducing bureaucracy and 
working more efficiently we 
can protect our front-line 
services as well.  House-
hold budgets are being 

squeezed so keeping coun-
cil tax low may help. Since 
becoming Leader of SCC 
steps were taken to bring 
super-fast broadband 
across the county and SCC  
have invested £10m in this 
and should be in place next 
year. A School Organisa-
tion Review to help drive up 
educational standards  is 
now in its third phase. A 
Free School for Beccles 
was muted but we await a 
decision on this.  Driving 
down costs to deliver the 
projected savings whilst 
continuing to provide value-
for-money services is 
SCC’s top priority.  

 

F u l l  r e p o r t s ð
www.beccles.info 

H 
aving joined the 
Town Council 

last May, I have 

been staggered 
at the amount of good will 

that exists in our town.  It 
never ceases to amaze me 

just how many people are 
willing to step in and give 

up their valuable time to 

good causes.  Take the 
Information Centre at the 

Quay as an example. This 
found itself in a near dis-

astrous position when the 

Broads Authority pulled 
out of Beccles due to a 

massive budget cut from 
the Government. With the 

cool determination of both  
Christine Pinsent of the 

Beccles Business Associa-

tion, and the Town Coun-
cil, we hatched a plan to 

keep this invaluable ser-
vice going. An army of 

volunteers stepped for-

ward with Claire Ross at 
the helm. Floods of visi-

tors pour through the In-
formation Centre and into 

the town, helping to keep 

our local economy vi-
brantða particularly im-

portant source of revenue 
in times of recession. As a 

newly appointed Director 

to Beccles Lido Ltd, I have 
been staggered again by 

the sheer numbers of will-
ing volunteers who have 

stepped into the breech to 
carry out the myriad of 

important duties both at 

the Lido and the Public 
Hall. 
Hereôs to the Big Society that 
exists in Beccles which has 
already been recognised by 
David Cameron through the 
Big Society Award to the 
Beccles Lido.  Great thanks 
to anyone who takes the 
time and trouble to help in 
whatever way they can to-
wards local good causes and 
long may it continue! 

B 
eccles Museumôs 
current exhibition 
ends on 29th May, 
but from 1st 

June to 8th July new 
exhibits for ñJubilees 
Past and Presentò will 
be on show.  St Michaelôs 
Church Great East Win-
dow was filled with 
stained glass for the jubi-
lee of Queen Victoria. You 
will find objects and 
events that marked other 
jubilees;  how will Beccles 
celebrate the occasion 
this year? 

From 10th July to 22nd 
August  the Museum will 
exhibit óSporting Bec-
clesô.  

You can see who were 
our sporting heroes and 
heroines of the past.  
How they choose to keep 
fit and entertain them-
selves by showing off a 
shapely leg or impressive 
biceps.  Any contrast with 
our present day athletes?
ðyou may be surprised.  

From 25th August to 
8th September there 
will be a vast amount of 
photographic memorabilia 
of the ó1912 flooding in 
Becclesô.                             

Beccles Town Council have 

elected a new Mayor of 

Beccles for 2012/13 . 

Read all about it on page 4. 

Despite the weather the 
Antique Street Market 

was filled with shoppers 
and traders on Sunday 

6th May 

Beccles Museum 
 Ballygate 

BECCLES ANTIQUES  
STREET MARKETð  

SUNDAY 6TH MAY  
 

D 
espite the colder 
May Day Bank 
Holiday on re-
cord, Beccles 

was packed out for the 
successful Antiques Mar-
ket. The market was fully 
booked with a variety of 
antique dealers, selling 
everything from a post-
card to vintage night-
dresses.  

The next Antique Street 
Market will take place on 
Sunday 2nd September, 
for further details please 
contact Kate Lee on 
01502 711174 . 

BECCLES MUSEUM  

NEW EXHIBITION  

BIG SOCIETY IN BECCLES  

Councillor Sue Bergin  

Open Day for Lido 

Volunteers held at the 
Public Hall, Beccles 



 
Councillor Catchpole has 
been working very hard 
on the Environment & Es-
tates Working Party of 
which he is Chairman, 
keeping good control of 
the Common and works 
relating to the towns Es-
tates.   

Councillor Mrs Topping 
was inspirational when 
fighting for the retention 
of Beccles Library, and is 
heavily involved with the 
youth of the town, encour-
aging and providing sup-
port at every opportunity. 

Beccles Town Council and 
staff wish Graham and 
Caroline all the very best 
during their Mayoral 
Year. 

O 
n Tuesday 
15th May 
2012, the 
new Mayor of 

Beccles, Councillor  Gra-
ham Catchpole along 
with the new Deputy 
Mayor, Councillor Mrs 
Caroline Topping  were 
elected by the Council.  

For the past year, Coun-
cillor Catchpole has been 
Deputy Mayor and is 
aware of the duties, but  
Councillor Mrs Topping is 
very new to this position. 

Both are pro-active 
members of the Council, 
carrying out their duties 
as Councillors for the 
residents of Beccles.  

NEW MAYOR AND DEPUTY MAYOR FOR BECCLES 

The Mayor of Beccles, Coun-
cillor Graham Catchpole on 
his Induction evening, 15th 

May 2012 with his first 
Grand-daughter, Abigail. 

Officers Needed for Beccles Welfare 
Vehicle  
 

I 
n the 1960s a number of residents in 
Beccles agreed to provide a vehicle 
for the benefit of people who were 
unable to use public transport to get 

about. Over the years a variety of vehicles 
have served residents and today we have a 
12 seat Iveco minibus with tail lift, which is 
used by various groups and driven by over 
20 volunteer drivers. The only charge made 
for bus use is 60p per kilometer driven. The 
bus is operated under a permit as a not for 
profit organisation and is managed by a 
group of trustees. This year three of the six 
trustees will be standing down at the AGM 
and this will mean that the bus will cease to 
operate unless new Trustees step forward.  
The trust deed requires a minimum of five 
Trustees. 
 
CAN YOU HELP? We are obliged to hold 
three AGMs each year, where all User 
Groups and drivers are invited to attend to 

discuss various issues.  We need a 
Chairman to run the team, a treasurer to 
manage finances and a secretary to take 
minutes of the meetings and distribute 
them, together with other papers prior to 
meetings. The positions will ideally suit 
someone who is recently retired, and 
looking for something to occupy his/her 
free time.  I have glossed over the duties, 
but am happy to field questions from any 
interested persons. Our next meeting is on 
Friday 6th July at the Waveney Centre. Do 
come along to learn more about the 
Beccles Welfare Vehicle Group.  
 
Philip MitchellðChairman 01502 714142  

COUNCILLOR CONTACT DETAILS  

       WARD  NAME   ADDRESS  PHONE________________ 
 

        CENTRE  HARRIS J D   26 Hungate   01502 717237 

  United Beccles   BECCLES     NR34 9TT 

 

  SCOTT, C J   3 Firfield Close   01502 714831 

  United Beccles   BECCLES     NR34 9YE 

 

  THWAITES, A P   20 South Road   01502 714161 

  Labour   BECCLES     NR34 9NY 

 

  WOODRUFF, B       13 Meadow Gardens  01502 713053 

  United Beccles   BECCLES     NR34 9PA 

 

        COMMON  BERGIN, Mrs S   Pinetrees, Park Drive  01502 470796 

  United Beccles   BECCLES     NR34 7DQ 

 

  BUBB, Mrs S   ôGreenacresõ, Clarkeõs   01502 713314 

  United Beccles    Lane, Barsham 

     BECCLES     NR34 8HN 

 

  FOULGER, S P R  ôRosy Dawnõ   01502 710370 

  United Beccles   4 Ellough Road 

     BECCLES    NR34 7AE 

   

  WAREHAM, E K   42 Puddingmoor   01502 719712 

  United Beccles   BECCLES     NR34 9PL 

 

       RIGBOURNE CATCHPOLE, G  (MAYOR)  32 Coney Hill   01502 715819 

   United Beccles   BECCLES   NR34 7AZ 

     

  PECK, D W   8 Waveney Road   01502 712627 

  United Beccles   BECCLES   NR34 9NW 

 

  TOPPING, MRS C  (DEPUTY MAYOR) 7 Rigbourne Hill   01502 717276 

  United Beccles   BECCLES      NR34 9JG 

 

  WALMSLEY, J B  37 Kempõs Lane   01502 717853 

  United Beccles   BECCLES     NR34 9XB 

 

        DARBY  BEE, B   46 Clerkõs Piece   01502 712812 

  United Beccles   BECCLES     NR34 9BG 

 

  HAYNES, MRS M D  63a Kempõs Lane  01502 714093 

  United Beccles   BECCLES     NR34 9XB 

 

  SIGSWORTH, J   14 Janet Hadenham Close  01502 711473 

  United Beccles   Worlingham  

     BECCLES     NR34 7SL 

 

  TAYLOR, B   2 Fairfax Court   01502 713307 

  United Beccles   BECCLES     NR34 9XG 

Councillor Caroline Topping 
Deputy Mayor 


